Mr. Pirrie may have originally intended, it has received so much expansion in the process of preparation, that it cannot fail to enter into competition with the systematic treatises 011 surgery, with which the author, too modestly, disclaims all rivalry.
We have great pleasure in giving it as our deliberate opinion, that by far the greater part of the work is most carefully, judiciously, and ably written; and Mr. Pirrie has, for the most part, fully succeeded in his " endeavour to combine simplicity of arrangement, and conciseness and clearness of description, with the elucidation of sound principles and practice." (p. vii.) Indeed, were there an equality of performance throughout, we could indulge in the pleasure of speaking of the work in terms of unqualified praise, and of recommending it as, perhaps, the best student's compendium of surgery in the English language. But the book has its faults?(and what book has not1?)?which we the more willingly point out, as they are of such a kind that Mr. Pirrie can find no difficulty in remedying them in a future edition.
We may be wrong in our conjecture, but we are inclined to suspect that the book was put together in a hurry. The [July, these refined proceedings might have been much better omitted, than the subjects above mentioned, many or rather most of which are, comparatively speaking, matters of every-day occurrence, and of far greater interest and importance to the immense majority of practitioners.
So much for subjects that have been entirely overlooked; but it also occasionally happens, that Mr. Pirrie dismisses the topics he does discuss with a brevity that has little advantage over total omission. Thus, the following passage contains all that is said respecting retention of urine from stricture of the urethra :
" Should a case of retention present itself, caused by a hard and gristly stricture situated in front of the scrotum, and should it be found impossible to penetrate the stricture by the usual gentle manipulation, in which the instrument is held lightly and pressed against the stricture without any force, the surgeon should take hold of the hard part between the forefinger and thumb of the left hand, and pass down the catheter to the stricture, and gently and cautiously effect penetration, and lodge it in the bladder. Should the stricture which causes retention be situated behind the scrotum, and should it be found impracticablc to pass the catheter by the most cautious, gentle, and dexterous manipulation, the proper practice is to perform the old operation of sending back a catheter to the stricture, cutting into the dilated portion of the urethra behind the stricture, when the urine will escape, and dividing the stricture by cutting forward upon the point of the catheter, and sending it back so as to lodge it in the bladder. This success I attribute to two things?namely, avoiding all undue and useless handling, and performing the operation early. My decided impression is, that the reason why the operation is so frequently followed by death, instead of being one of the most successful of the great operations of surgery, is, too great delay in resorting to an operation, and the undue and injurious use of the taxis, even after its adoption lias proved unavailing." (pp. 595, 590.) We fear that our review may seem to have scarcely done Mr. Pirrie full justice; for though it is exceedingly easy to detect blemishes and shortcomings, it is extremely difficult to convey an adequate idea of the merits of an elementary work, where those merits consist in method, condensation, and perspicuity. By far the greater part of Mr. Pirrie's book possesses these in a very high degree; and the author will find it easy, with a small additional expenditure of diligent care, to render the next edition of his work, which must, we feel sure, be required at no distant date, the best compendium of surgery in our language, if not the best existing treatise of its kind.
